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OPINION
ADDISON DENT | The Daily Mississippian

Ole Miss running back Brandon Bolden celebrates after rushing for a touchdown in the Rebels’ 42-35 victory over Kentucky on Saturday. Bolden also caught one of
three touchdown passes that quarterback Jeremiah Masoli threw.

BY JOHN HOLT
The Daily Mississippian

Many assumed Ole Miss would struggle Saturday against Southeastern Conference opponent Kentucky because key players -- defensive
end Kentrell Lockett (out for the season), running back Enrique Davis, safety Johnny Brown,
and wide receiver Lionel Breaux -- were as a result of injuries.
But even without that special quartet group
of players able to participate, Ole Miss (3-2,
1-1 SEC) was still able to show that they have
moved forward since their opening loss to Jacksonville State as they downed the Wildcats (3-2,
0-2 SEC) 42-35, claiming their first SEC win
of the season.

“There is nothing like winning a conference
game,” Ole Miss coach Houston Nutt said. “I
appreciate our fans, especially the students. I
thought they really energized us the entire day.”
The key to the Rebels’ success was the ability
of the defense to force three Kentucky turnovers,
all of which came in the game’s first half of play.
It began when Ole Miss linebacker Mike Marry
forced Wildcat star receiver Randall Cobb to
fumble with 5:03 left in the first quarter. The
Rebels were able to recover the fumble and start
their drive with great field position on the Kentucky 11-yard line.
In the second quarter, Rebel freshman cornerback Charles Sawyer intercepted a pass by Kentucky quarterback Mike Hartline and returned

it 38 yards to the Wildcats nine-yard line. On
Kentucky’s next drive, Hartline completed a
ten-yard pass to Wildcat receiver Chris Matthews, but Rebel safety Damien Jackson forced
Matthews to fumble and Jackson was able to
recover it.
Prior to Saturday, the Ole Miss defense had
only forced one turnover throughout the team’s
first four games.
“We’re still not perfect yet (as a defense) but
I can see improvement every week, and as long
we can continue to improve we’re going to have
a chance in every ball game,” Ole Miss defensive
coordinator Tyrone Nix said.
Offensively, running back Brandon Bolden
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Meatless Mondays begin at the JC

DALLAS DIXON | The Daily Mississippian

BY ALEXANDRA
WILLIAMSON
The Daily Mississippian

Students will be seeing more meatless dining options on campus in the near future. At

its last meeting, the Associated Student Body
Senate adopted a resolution supporting Meatless Mondays for the campus.
The resolution was drafted by the Student
Vegetarian Organization and proposed by a
senator at the ASB meeting last Tuesday.
Meatless Mondays is an international effort
to reduce meat consumption by 15 percent
to help promote personal health and reduce
worldwide energy consumption.
This international campaign is supported
by a number of famous chefs, including Mario Batali and Marcus Samuelson.
Celebrities and famous restaurants around
the world eat vegetarian meals on Mondays,
including Simon Cowell, Kate Moss and the
London Hard Rock Cafe.
A number of reputable universities such as
Oxford University in England and McGill

University in Montreal have also embraced
Meatless Mondays.
According to the organization’s website,
reducing meat consumption by one day per
week can help limit one’s cancer risk, fight diabetes, reduce heart disease, and cure obesity.
Additionally, because meat uses many more
resources, it is much more expensive to produce and generates more greenhouse gasses.
The new Meatless Mondays campaign is just
another addition to the other efforts that the
Ole Miss dining services has made in an effort
to be more environmentally friendly. Ole Miss
is leading the SEC in sustainable and healthy
eating by being the first in the conference to
join the Meatless Monday campaign.
The faculty advisor for the Student VegetarSee MEATLESS, PAGE 4
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THE MYSTERY OF THE FOOD AT THE JC
BY JACOB
FULLER
Columnist

T H E

As I sat at one of the communal desks
in the Student Media Center to write this
column, I popped open my to-go box from
the JC (no, not Jesus Christ, the place formerly known as the Johnson Commons).
What I found inside was a pure astonishment. Some may even call it a miracle
of the modern food industry.
On the surface, it appeared to be a mixand-match meal of pizza, pasta primavera,
broccoli, potatoes au gratin, a roll and
pudding. But once I broke through the
deceiving exterior with my plastic fork, I
uncovered something much different.
What I discovered was a mystery to me.
I have spent eight years working on and
off in kitchens making everything from
smoked turkey legs and fall-off-the-bone
pork ribs to pizza, salads and alligator
po’boys. But never in my culinary experience have I learned to do what the cooks
over at the JC have down to a science.
They have somehow managed to make
what was certainly, at one time, good food,
ripe with potential to be a delicious meal,
and turned it into some kind of tasteless
tribute to an actual lunch.

At first, I thought it may be magic, but
my brother Gob assured me it was an illusion.
These crunchy, vastly undercooked “potatoes” could not possibly be the same
product that has driven the economies of
Idaho and Ireland for so long.
And the flavor-free yellow and orange
substance covering them can’t be the same
thing Wisconsin residents love so much
they wear it on their head to football
games.
No, no, this must be something different.
And surely the stereotype of the overweight Italian mother who spends most of
her day cooking mouth-watering creations
couldn’t be true if this pasta, tomato and
carrot debacle covered in taste-free white
goo is what Italian food is supposed to
be.
When I tried the broccoli, I began to
daydream of the $1.50 frozen Steamfresh
bags from my grocery store like they were
gourmet veggies slow roasted by John Currence and delivered on a silver platter by a
bikini-clad Megan Fox.
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But surely they couldn’t get pudding
wrong, right?
Oh, how naive I felt when I put the first
spoonful of what I believed to be banana
or vanilla flavored dessert to my tongue. I
was instantly transported to the early nineties and my brother was tricking me into
eating from a pie crust filled with mud all
over again.
I felt duped, betrayed and foolish. But
most of all, I was dumbfounded.
How is it so many different foods can
all be stripped of every drop of flavoring?
And more importantly, why?
My only guess at the former is the JC,
along with the large shipments of perfectly good food, receives barrels of a mystery
seasoning they are required to add to all
foods they sell that sucks out all natural
and artificial flavoring that may be contained in the food.
As for why anyone would want to do
this, I am clueless. For once in my life, I
have no conspiracy theory on this one. All
I can suggest is for every student to ask a
JC employee next time you see one: Why
do you rob our food of all flavor?

The Daily Mississippian welcomes all comments.
Please send a letter to the editor addressed to The Daily
Mississippian, 201 Bishop Hall, University, MS, 38677
or send an e-mail to dmeditor@gmail.com.
Letters should be typed, double-spaced and no longer
than 300 words. Third party letters and those bearing
pseudonyms, pen names or “name withheld” will not be
published. Publication is limited to one letter per individual per calendar month.
Student submissions must include grade classification
and major. All submissions must be turned in at least
three days in advance of date of desired publication.
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POLITICS IS COMPLICATED
I thought the United States political system
was complicated.
Scottish and UK politics have proven me
wrong. While studying in Edinburgh I have
learned a great deal about politics across the
Atlantic.
As anyone who has taken POL 102, or any
other comparative politics class, would know,
the American system of politics is very much
the exception to the rule.
When I say American system I mean the
highly structured two-party system that has
predominated in the US since it began.
In the United Kingdom there are several major parties, each vying for political power.
This creates some unique situations that
would not be found in the American system.
Whereas we only have the Republicans and
Democrats (granted there are several smaller
third parties and independents), the UK system and truthfully every other democracy have
a number of different parties, each focused
on different issues and existing all across the
political spectrum.
The current government in the UK is a
Conservative-Liberal Democrat coalition
government following the long tenure of the
Labour (I have had to get used to the spelling

over here) government.
The Conservative party, lead by Prime Minister Gordon Brown, had to combine forces
with the Liberal Democrats in order to form a
majority government. The idea of a coalition
government is something foreign to the American political mindset.
I’ve been thinking a lot about the differences
between the UK system and the US system.
On one hand the UK system allows for greater
representation because it does not force people
to choose between just two parties.
But on the other hand, one could argue, the
US system of two parties creates a more stable
system. With our winner-take-all approach,
there will always (except for a tie in the Senate)
be a party with the majority.
We value majority far more than proportional representation in the US.
That is not necessarily a bad thing; that is
simply the way the system ends up working
out for us.
I have stopped to think about how the
United States would handle a multi-party
system. Truthfully, we would see a complete
shift in the way in which we view politics. I
think what would happen is that we would see
politics split along regional lines.

Letter to the editor
This weekend, I had the unfortunate opportunity of seeing three dogs in my neighborhood get
into a knock-down, drag-out fight.
I watched, horrified, as one owner jumped into
the middle of the fight while the other ineffectually
yelled, “no, stop!” at the top of his lungs.
Obviously, this whole accident could have been
avoided if all three dogs had been on leashes.
This isn’t the only run-in I’ve had with unleashed
dogs.
Bicyclists and runners let their dogs run freely
beside them on the Whirlpool trails, and packs of
dogs jump into Lake Patsy at Lamar Park while
their owners watch from 20 or more feet away.
When these dogs get distracted and run off, their
owners either let them do so, or attempt to call
them back without much response.
Even if you’ve taught your dog to follow you at all
times, understand that there are other dogs that are
not as well-trained as your own.
Children in the park and on the trails may not

yet have learned how to approach dogs, and an unleashed dog is a lawsuit waiting to happen. In such
tight quarters as Oxford front yards, realize that
there will eventually be territorial disputes between
neighboring dogs if they’re allowed to run free.
And keep in mind that not everybody loves dogs—
some people are absolutely terrified of them.
I keep my 75-lb Boxer mix on a leash exactly to
avoid these issues.
When I walk him, I want to make sure that I am
the one who has control over his actions. While I
know that he’s a goofy idiot with bug eyes, I also
know that he doesn’t understand English outside
obedience commands, nor does he understand our
human rules of etiquette and personal space.
So, please, keep the rest of the world in mind and
put a leash on your dog. It’s better to be safe than
sorry.
Porter Wells
Senior, International Studies

After all, Republicans and Democrats in
Maine are very different from the ones in Mississippi.
I think that we could very easily become
politically fragmented around a small collection of issues.
BY MATTHEW
By creating institutions like the Electoral
College the founding fathers created a surpris- HENRY
Columnist
ingly stable system of government.
In the 250 years that the United States has
been around, European countries have undergone massive political and economic changes.
So with that being said, which is better? I do
not really have an answer for that.
I think that there is no such thing as a
perfect form of government, even though we
sometimes expect that.
Each different system has its benefits and
drawbacks.
A lot of it has to do with historical tradition.
I am not saying that the United States is going
to radically change its political system, but I
think that it is something to think about.
We get so caught up in partisan politics that
sometimes we forget that there is something
besides red and blue. Politics is still messy
everywhere, but it does not mean there is no
common ground.
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Student tutors help peers become better writers

NEW CHAUFFEUR
SERVICE IN OXFORD
PROVIDES RIDERS
V.I.P. TREATMENT
BY LEE HARRIS
The Daily Mississippian

ALEX EDWARDS | The Daily Mississippian

Sophomore International Studies and Spanish major Kathy Trabue helps freshman business administration major Marietta
Glass with a history paper at the Writing Center in the library. The Writing Center is part of the Quality Enhancement Plan put
into effect last year.

BY KAYLEIGH WEBB
The Daily Mississippian

The University Writing Center is changing
for the better with the help of the Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP). The QEP is a five-year
program designed to transform the teaching of
writing at the University of Mississippi.
The goal of the program is to improve student
writing as a whole by improving writing support
services and resources.
Already, the Writing Center has received new
technology for the center and has seen a dramatic increase in student usage.
“The Writing Center is an important student
service,” Brenda Robertson, director of the Writing Center and board member for the Center of
Writing and Rhetoric, said. “And the QEP is
helping.”
The Writing Center has been on campus for
over twenty years. Because of the QEP, the Writing Center will be transformed into an academic
unit called the Center for Writing and Rhetoric.
The changes will start in stages and are due for
completion in 2013. This reorganized unit will
contain all things writing for the university.
The future of the Writing Center is bright due
to the recent increase in enrollment and center
usage. To accommodate this increase, an online
appointment calendar is being used along with
ten appointment assistants that help control the
demand.
Due to the QEP, the Writing Center now has
twenty tutors instead of just three tutors like
it did two years ago. “We’ve really exploded,”

Robertson said. “We’ve done a lot to promote
the writing center this year. We participated at
the summer orientations and told all about the
Writing Center in classroom visits with tutors.
We want students to see that tutors are just like
them, only they found the key to being a good
writer.”
The Writing Center gives students, both freshmen and upperclassmen, a relaxing place to be
themselves and just focus on their writing with
the help of a tutor. “Peer tutoring is a different
kind of learning,” Robertson said. “It’s not authoritarian. It’s simply responding to a student.
It helps reinforce what’s learned in the classroom.”
Camille Lesseig, a junior history and Spanish
major who works as a writing tutor for the center agreed.
“I feel it’s really helping because meeting with
a student is less intimidating than meeting with
a professor.” Lesseig said. “Plus, the hours are
more flexible than a TA or a professor. We’re
more approachable than someone with a Ph.D.”
Several tutors from the Writing Center also
extend their services in the community by volunteering their evenings to work at the OxfordLafayette Public Library.
On these evenings, the tutors assist users with
professional writing such as resumes and cover
letters. More programs like the library program
are planned with the expansion of the QEP.
The University Writing Center is located in
Suite 310 on the third floor of the J. D. Williams
Library. For appointments call 662-915-7689 or
email writingc@olemiss.edu.

113

refreshments will be provided

Oxford has a new chauffeur
service in town. VIP Charter
Services provides chauffeur
services in and around the
Oxford area.
The operation began offering their services on September
1. It is owned by Jack Barnes,
who started the service to fill a
gap he saw in Oxford’s transportation options.
“I felt there was a need in
Oxford,” said Barnes. “We
don’t have a VIP car service
here.”
Instead of using limousines,
Barnes chose to provide more
modest forms of transportation. He rents his vehicles so
customers can choose from
most cars and trucks available
at any rental car company.
Barnes intentionally started
his new business to coincide
with the beginning of the
Rebels’ football season. He said
business has been constant for
the first few game weekends.
He also acknowledged the
importance his service could
provide with respect to some
of the problems Oxford experiences on game day.
“It’s important to cut down
on D.U.I.s, and it helps to

reduce traffic,” Barnes said.
“It also allows families to get
together with friends without
having to worry about parking
and walking in Oxford.”
Currently, VIP operates
within a 300-mile radius of
Oxford. However, Barnes said
he is open to the idea of outof-town travel if a customer
requests the service in advance.
“It’s a custom-made business,” said Barnes. “I create
the business according to the
customer’s needs; we will do
whatever the customer wants
to do.”
The price of renting a car
and driver varies depending
on the type of vehicle and the
time of year. Because he rents
his vehicles, Barnes requires
two weeks’ advanced notice
and prepayment to ensure he
can secure the desired vehicle.
Barnes currently has no
employees. He either drives
the vehicles himself or recruits
drivers when demand is high.
Until the business grows to be
more consistent, he does not
plan to hire any permanent
employees or expand from the
Oxford area.
To inquire about rentals,
customers can go to VIP’s website at MDTransportationinc.
com, or call 662-822-8726.

MEATLESS,

continued from page 1
ian Organization, Megan Shannon, said, “(We are) thrilled with
the ASB’s efforts and very excited
about Meatless Mondays coming
to Ole Miss.”
The JC will be highlighting
meatless entrees on Mondays.
This will begin on Monday, October 11 with meals such as veg-

etable pizza at Café Roma, cajunspiced portobello mushrooms at
Southern Plate and quesadilla
cheese fresca at World Flavors.
The Johnson Commons already offers many different vegetarian options during the week,
which will continue to be available.
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Sardis Lake to host clean-up day

CONTRIBUTED | The Daily Mississippian

BY HILLARY GOODFELLOW
The Daily Mississippian

Mississippi has decided to
take a stand against bullying
in schools.
Attorney General Jim
Hood and State Superintendent of Education Tom
Burnham are sponsoring the
“Fear Stops Here” campaign.
Other sponsors of the antibullying campaign include
the Crime Prevention Division, Cyber Crime Unit and
the Department of Education’s Office of Healthy
Schools.
“Through our ‘Fear Stops
Here’ campaign we are trying
to educate seventh graders
who will lead their school’s
efforts in the fight against
bullying and educate parents
of bullied children that there
are resources available,”
Hood said in a press release.
Currently, it focuses on
middle school students,
but Hood said in the press
release they hope to expand
the campaign to high schools
with the possibility of even
the state’s universities.
The campaign has been
designed to address the
growing problem of cyberbullying.
“The anonymity and
distance provided by the
internet through social networking sites and text messaging on cellular telephones
have caused an explosion in
the number of incidents of
cyber-bullying,” said Hood
in the press release. “This
carries over into the schools
in the form of bullying.”
The main focus of the
campaign is for students to
feel safe because parents do
not have to accept this type
of bullying in the workplace,
and neither should students.
“I’m a parent myself,”
Hood said in the press re-

lease. “I do not want to see
any child take their life as
a result of bullying on my
watch.”
Burnham echoed Hood’s
thoughts in the press release
stating that anti-bullying
policies are one piece of
making sure students remain
safe and ready to learn.
“Through the ‘Fear Stops
Here’ campaign, we want to
continue educating our students on the importance of
communicating any bullying
related issue so that no one
will feel intimidated by their
peers,” Burnham said in the
press release.
Scott Kreeger, a counselor
at the University Counseling Center said the effects of
cyber-bullying can be very
devastating.
“Twitter, Facebook, and
other types of social media
can make a very dangerous
world,” Kreeger said. “We
now have access to more information about each other.
It’s what we do with this information that’s important.”
The campaign has been
developed with the help of
students.
Seventh graders from
across the state participated
in an Anti-Bullying Youth
Leadership Conference in
Jackson last week.
At the conference students
discussed how they had been
bullied in the past as well as
how best to stop bullying.
For more information
on the Fear Stops Here
campaign please visit the
campaign’s website at www.
fearstopshere.com.
The website is home to a
collection of bullying resources for parents, teachers,
and students.
If you have been a victim
of bullying, you can contact
the University Counseling
Center at 915-3784 for help.

FARJHAD KHAN| The Daily Mississippian

Trash lies at the edge of Sardis Lake on Sunday afternoon. Volunteers are needed on Saturday to help pick up litter from
around the lake as part of National Public Lands Day.

BY BLAKE JOHNSON
The Daily Mississippian

Saturday October 9, 2010 is National Public
Lands Day.
To coincide with this holiday, Sardis Lake
will be hosting a clean-up day.
Throughout the year the lake receives multitudes of visitors from various places, which
results in trash and other debris left along the
recreational areas or the shores of Sardis.
“I went to a cookout out there last year and
there were cans and trash all over the place
around the campfire areas,” mechanical engineering major Blake Williams said.
Many students agree with Williams that the
lake area has been abused by the public.
Freshman Lauren Casady said that she has
not been out to Sardis, due to its reputation
for being filthy.
Despite the reputation or the amount of
trash at Sardis some students still say that
Sardis is a great experience for anyone.
“A lot of people go out there to fish or ski,
it’s a great place to go out to hang out at the
dock or to get food; just socialize,” exercise
science major Jordan Littlejohn said.

Sophomore Haley Walton said that while
she has seen a lot of trash from either campers,
students, or just washed up on the shore, she
still thinks there are nice areas at the lake to
have a good time.
“I hosted a birthday party there last year and
it was nice and clean,” sophomore math major
Haley Walton said.
Williams, Casady, Littlejohn, and Walton all
agree that Sardis is a beautiful lake and a great
place to hang out, but also think that a cleanup like the one this Saturday will be good.
“I really think cleaning up would help attract more visitors and provide more options
for the Oxford community to go and enjoy
nature as it should be; clean and beautiful,”
Casady said.
Sardis Lake is known for its large amount of
space for recreational activities, from boating,
skiing and fishing, to family cookouts and
parties thrown by high school or university
students.
Sardis’ management could not be reached
for an interview, but if you would like more
information about Sardis lake or Cleanup Day
contact Ranger Michael Jones at the Sardis
Lake Field Office 662-563-4531.

Are you an outstanding freshman or sophomore student?
Would you like to be recognized for your hard work?
Would you like to be eligible for a freshman scholarship?

Alpha Lambda Delta

National Honor Society for First-Year College Students
is looking for freshman and sophomore students with these qualifications:
1) A GPA of 3.60 and above from the University of Mississippi.
2) 12-36 hours of credit at the University of Mississippi.
*Transfer credits and currents semester credits not applicable

Applications can be picked up from:
Dr. Felice Coles or
Department of Modern Languages
(Bondurant East 210A, Bondurant C-115)

All forms need to be completed and returned ( with lifetime membership dues of $30)

BY OCTOBER 8, 2010

* For those students who can demonstrate ﬁnancial hardship, a limited number of free memberships are
available. Please attach a statement detailing how the economic downturn has affected your academic
career, with evidence that you cannot afford the membership but why membership in ALD is still desirable, and return it with the application form. All information will be kept strictly conﬁdential.
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ELIZABETH BEAVER | The Daily Mississippian

Political analysts Sid Salter, Ferrel Guillory, and John Maginnis discuss the current status of Southern politics at “Election Outlook” as part of the Overby Center’s “Gatherings Before the Grove” series.

EMMA WILLOUGHBY | The Daily Mississippian

Mrs. Day, wife of late Mr. Frank Day, cuts the ribbons at the Luckyday Residential College. The new Luckyday Residential College was dedicated on Friday afternoon.

MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL
Patriots vs. Dolphins

$2 drafts, $1PBRs. All day, every day.
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AMBER HELSEL | The Daily Mississippian

Singer and songwriter Jennifer Niceley performs at Off Square Books on Thursday
afternoon. The performance was part of Thacker Mountain Radio, which broadcasts from Oxford every Thursday.
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GAMBLING ON DIRT
Forget the cost, the dirt, the bugs, the weather and the ever-present
risk of failure. For the Adron boys, farming isn’t work. It’s a way of life.

REID KELLY| The Daily Mississippian

BY REID KELLY
Special to The DM

MONEY- Roosevelt Thomas
and his sidekick sit in the
comfortable cab of an airconditioned John Deer tractor
with more buttons than either of
them know how to operate.
He makes countless passes
over the flat ground, steady at
six miles per hour. The machine
his tractor pulls behind him
opens the earth into 16 perfectly
spaced rows. It then drops a
single seed exactly six inches
from the last, adds a sprinkling
of fertilizer and closes the earth
atop it. Every row he plants
colors a blue path on one of two
computer monitors next to the
driver’s right hand.
As the operator of this new
$250,000 machine, Thomas
doesn’t even bother holding
the steering wheel. The Global
Positioning System takes care of
such mundane tasks like keeping the tractor on a straight line,
within three inches of perfection.
His partner sits next to him
wearing a vibrant blue Columbia PFG button-down shirt,
jeans and boots. This is the
only way of farming he has ever
known. Christian Belk is the
7-year-old son of Ricky Belk,
the owner of the farm where
Thomas works. Christian, like
his brother Adron before him,
will ride like this every weekend
until school finishes, at which
time he will be here every day.

“When you live 30 miles out
in the country, you can either sit
at home with your mom or go
with your dad, be outside in the
dirt and ride tractors all day,”
Adron said.
For these two boys growing
up in the fertile flood plain of
the Mississippi Delta, the choice
was easy.
They have been up since
before the sun rose, and will not
retire until it sets.
The comforts of their tractor
make it much more tolerable to
work the 90-hour weeks. Farming has come a long way from
the mule-drawn plows Thomas’
family used to break up the
land during his childhood. This
doesn’t mean modern-day farming has become a simple thing.
Farmers still play a hellish
guessing game with the weather,
which can be checked by the
push of a button on a new King
Ranch F-150. The government
regulations on chemical usage
have never been stricter. Logs are
kept electronically on each tractor. They report when chemicals
are used and the wind direction
at the time of application, in
case there are disputes between
farmers over the cross contamination of a crop.
The market for the crops they
produce fluctuates regularly, just
like stocks on Wall Street. They
sold the last of the previous
year’s crop at the end of March.
Because they own elevators to
store their crops in, the Belks

can afford to play the market,
holding back some of the crop
until the price is right.
Adron will graduate in May
and follow in his father’s footsteps, farming the land. But
the family lineage of farming
stops there. Ricky’s father was a
businessman in nearby Greenwood. During Ricky’s first year
farming, he had to borrow a
neighbor’s tractor to work his
20 acres of soybeans. He now
farms roughly 7,000 acres of
corn, beans, rice and wheat with
a small fleet of workers looking
to him to coordinate their every
move.
“Most people think there’s
nothing to farming but riding
on a tractor, but it’s the planning
and following all the government specs that takes the most
time,” Adron said.
Now, Ricky rarely sees the
inside of a tractor, unless
something is wrong. He rides
from farm to farm, making sure
everything is done correctly, the
machinery works properly and
all the workers know where they
are supposed to be next.
“Our biggest thing is communication,” Ricky said. “Between
cellphones and radios, we’ve got
to keep in touch because we’re
so scattered out. In the good old
days, if you got 30 acres done a
day you were doing good. Now
we can get 200 to 250 acres a
day per planter; so if we have all
three planters going we can get
up to 750 acres done a day. We

get everything done so fast, we’re
never anywhere long.”
But there is only so much you
can control.
Adron said last fall was their
best bean crop to date. He then
pointed to a few piles of mush,
somewhat resembling muddy
sawdust, sitting next to a ditch
between fields. This is all that is
left of that record crop.
Late-season rains in September and October wiped out
everything. An entire year’s
work, hundreds of thousands of
dollars and food for countless
people and animals, all gone.
And nothing could have been
done to save it.
The Belks’ operation is large
enough and diverse enough to
absorb such a loss. But a smaller
farmer might not have been so
fortunate. As technology has
advanced, the enormous ex-

pense of farm equipment and
chemicals used to kill weeds
and insects has made it harder
and harder for small farmers
to survive a bad year. One lost
crop can mean a lost farm. Every
farmer in the Delta has stories of
friends who have gone bust. The
number of small operators has
never been smaller. Their land
is being gobbled up by the big
boys, including foreign-owned
corporations.
But farmers like the Belks are
able to keep at this inherently
risky business – and to have
some fun along the way.
Around noon, Ricky drives
along a dirt road delivering a
kid’s meal to Christian when a
group of motorcycle riders appears, driving toward him down
the paved road to his right. He
See DIRT, PAGE 4

LIFESTYLES
L IF ES T Y L ES |

10 . 4 . 10

| T H E DA ILY M I S S I S S IP P I A N | PAG E 8

SPOTLIGHT: SOCIETY FOR CREATIVE ANACHRONISM
BY ASHLEY LOCKE
The Daily Mississippian

Most people spend their time planning for the future,
but members of the Society for Creative Anachronism
like to live in the past.
SCA was named on a whim for the group’s intriguing
time period activities, namely pre-17th century Europeera tournaments, dances and feasts. Founded in 1966
by history buffs in Berkley, Calif., SCA thrives with over
60,000 members throughout the world today.
These quirky Sirs and Maidens come from all walks
of life. Young and old, rich and poor, SCA does not
discriminate. Members include writers, chemists, law
enforcement personnel, teachers and students.
The Society does its best to make old England come
alive as truly and accurately as possible, thus each member feels as if they have time traveled into pre-17th century Europe.
Member William Rhodes was drawn to the Society
in the spring of 2002. A self-proclaimed Dungeons and
Dragons geek, the allure of armored combat attracted
him to an event.
“Once I saw the fighting and I tasted the five-course

feast, I was hooked,” Rhodes said. “Also, the beautifully
dressed women and merrymaking around the campfire
didn’t hurt either.”
Holding true to medieval times, each member of
SCA picks a name to go by in the society. William Rhodes goes by William of Glen Lyon. However, he says the
names aren’t always so simple.
“Many members decide to choose a name that’s
elaborate and exotic sounding, like Oisin Dubh mac
Lochlainn,” said Rhodes. “The one rule about names,
though, is you can’t choose one from a real person in
history, like Richard the Lionheart.”
Once you don a name, you are expected to maintain
a historically plausible persona at all SCA events. From
the way you act to the way you dress, medieval England
must be channeled.
Elaborate costumes are a staple at SCA events. Women wear beautiful gowns to dances, or simple peasant
clothing to tournaments. Men competing in tournaments wear armor, including helmets, chain-link breast
plates and shields.
Kings and queens are dressed best of all, with flashy
robes and gowns.

AERICKA DARLING | The Daily Mississippian

SCA knights prepare for a medieval tournament.

DIRT,

continued from page 7

REID KELLY | The Daily Mississippian

chuckles and a smirk lights up his face.
Ricky accelerates, causing the dust trail following his truck to grow.
The wind’s speed and direction are just right,
pushing the cloud onto the road right in front of
the bikers.
They accept their fate, slowing a little as they
cross paths with the farmer. Ricky’s head snaps
back to watch his little prank come to fruition.
The dirt he kicks up fills the bikers’ lungs and
stings their eyes. Ricky’s gaze quickly turns in front
of him, his smile stays a bit longer.
Ricky said he encouraged Adron, his oldest son,
to study business and real estate instead of agriculture because of the rapid advancements being
made in agricultural technology.
Once he graduates with a degree, what he knows
may nearly be obsolete.
This is why the Belks get new tractors every
year, avoiding the substantial depreciation that
could occur when trading in an obsolete system.
“They can’t make the equipment any bigger; it’s
as big as it’s going to get,” Adron said.
“They aren’t going to make the roads any bigger
that we have to travel on, so they have to improve
production and efficiency some other way.”
Prototype tractors are being tested that would
require no driver to operate, and run exclusively
on a GPS.
Currently, farmers have to manually turn the

tractors around at the end of every row and
control the implements that they pull behind the
tractors, such as planters. The GPS then takes care
of everything once the tractor is pointed in the
right direction.
If these new tractors hit the market, which
Adron estimates wouldn’t be for at least 15 to 20
years, farming their 7,000 acres would require only
two people, simply for the task of programming
the onboard computers and setting the tractors
loose.
“Some of our rows are two miles long,” Adron
said. “It takes about 20 minutes to get from one
end to the other on a tractor. I’m glad I don’t have
to do all the driving, but I do like to do a little to
keep from getting too bored.”
Being bored was the last thing on Ricky’s mind
when he began farming. At the end of the day
there would not be a part of him that didn’t have
dirt on it. Wearing long sleeves and long pants
with a collar buttoned up tight around his neck
wasn’t enough to keep off the dirt that constantly
blew all around.
Comes with the territory, farmers will tell you.
And territory is something the Belks have plenty
of.
So how did the son of a businessman manage to
break into the world of big farming?
“Hard work and luck,” Adron said. “That’s what
he (Ricky) would say.”
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CLASSIFIEDS
INFORMATION
To place your ad in The
Daily Mississippian
Classifieds section, visit:
http://www.thedmonline.
com/classifieds.

Classified ads must be
prepaid.
All major credit cards accepted.

Miscellaneous

studentpayouts.com Paid Survey Takers Needed In Oxford. 100%
FREE To Join! Click On Surveys.
Earn $1000-$3200 a month to drive
our brand new cars with ads. www. AdCarDriver.com
RESEARCH AND WRITING OF TOPICS FOR BOOKS. WORK AT YOUR
PACE AND AT YOUR LOCATION.
OVER 50 TOPICS TO WRITE ABOUT.
$100 PER TOPIC. FOR COMPLETE
INFO CALL OR E-MAIL. OPFORLIFE@
YAHOO. COM 0R (662)614-9487

Automobiles
1995 Mercedes C220 80,000 mile.
Red w/ tan leather interior. Very nice.
$5,500. (703)509-2463

Miscellaneous for Sale
1/2Off Items New&Used Creations
North Lamar/ Molly Barr. Furniture,
clothes/ shoes, miscellaneous. Donations Accepted/ Pickup Available.
(662)832-4301
3500 Adult Rental Costumes.
Open 9-3, Jo’s Auto Clean-Up and Costume Shop. 2524 University Avenue.

Pregnancy Test Center Pregnancy Test, Limited Ultrasound, Information on Abortion Effects, Parenting
and Adoption. All services are free and
confidential.
www.pregnancyoxford.
com. (662)234-4414
Pets for Adoption
RLW Upholstery Designs over
35 years experience in furniture, auto,
Save 9 LIVES! Adopt a rescued cat or
boats & aircraft. Call Randy 662-832kitten. www.9livescatrescue.org.
1556 Google us

RATES:
- $ . 25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run
Additional Features
(Web & Print):

Part-time

Jumbo Headline - $3

BARTENDING $300/DAY POTENTIAL
No Experience Necessary, Training
Provided Call 1-800-965-6520 EXT155

Big Headline - $2
Bold Text - extra $ . 50 per
word

To place your ad online:
www.thedmonline.com/classifieds

The DM reserves the right to
refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or questionable
products or services.

201 BISHOP HALL

Bangkok Thai

10% off for students with id

Authentic Thai Food

Mon-fri: dinner 5:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
fri-sun: dinner 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Restaurant
662-513-0085

delivery within 3 miles

Mon-fri: Lunch 11:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

1101 frontage rd - next to days inn

As part of the Fall 2010 Visiting Speaker Series
the Croft Institute presents

662.915.5503

Homes for Sale
$99,000 !!! 3br/2bth, wood floors, big
yard, 1207 Academy Cv in College Hill
Heights. MOTIVATED SELLER Lafayette Land Co. (662)801-2358

Apartment for Rent
Available now 1&2 bd apartment The Cove Apartments. Ask about
our specials. (662)234-1422
1 & 2 BR Apartments- On Orange
Bus Route!! Unfurnished Starting at
$545 or We Will
Make Moving Easy and Furnish Your
Apartment for $50/mo (2BR) or $25/mo
(1BR)! Free
Golf and other Amenities! Call The Links
today at 662-513-4949.
1BD/1.5BA- All appliances. On the corner of Anderson and Anchorage. $525/
mo. Available October 1. (662)6072400

House for Rent
4bd/3ba gumtree subdivision All
appliances. $1000/ month. $1000 deposit, available August now. (662)2363100

The World is Talking,
Are You Listening?
Eddie Avila
Rising Voices – Global Voices

Tuesday, October 5 – 7:00 PM – Croft 107
Eddie Avila is the Director of Rising Voices, the outreach arm
of Global Voices Online, where he also previously served as
Editor of Latin America. He resides in Cochabamba, Bolivia,
where he also started several citizen media projects in the
country including the Jaqi Aru project, which works with
young Aymara indigenous university students to use digital
media tools to preserve their language online and promote
their culture.

Croft lectures are free and open to the public.
For more information or if you require assistance relating to a disability,

please contact Brooke Worthy at 662-915-1500 or HYPERLINK
“mailto:bworthy@olemiss.edu” bworthy@olemiss.edu.
www.croft.olemiss.edu

DWIGHT N. BALL
AT TOR N E Y AT L AW
SINCE 1970

104 Courthouse Square
(the Downtown Square)
Oxford, Mississippi 38655

662-234-7777

CRIMINAL DEFENSE: includes DUI,

PUBLIC DRUNK, FAKE
ID, MIP, AND ALL OTHER ALCOHOL OFFENSES; SPEEDING, RECKLESS DRIVING,
FAKE DRIVER’S LICENSE, AND ALL OTHER TRAFFIC OFFENSES; EXPIRED TAG,
NO DRIVER’S LICENSE, AND ALL OTHER MOTOR VEHICLE RELATED OFFENSES;
POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA, PARAPHERNALIA, AND POSSESSION OR SALE OF
ALL OTHER ILLEGAL DRUGS; DISTURBING THE PEACE, DISORDERLY CONDUCT,
SHOPLIFTING, AGGRAVATED ASSAULT, SIMPLE ASSAULT,
AND ALL OTHER CRIMES.
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The DEADLINE to place, correct
or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one
day in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday
through Friday year round,
when school is in session.

FURNISHED

3 bedroom/2bath home
Like new; lawn service included. $1100
mo. Mature only.
662-329-1442 (662)574-0066
BRAND NEW HOUSE located in
WELLSGATE. 3 bedroom, 3 bathroom,
and 2 car garage. $1,600 a month OBO.
Call Jeff at 601-927-4224. WON’T LAST
LONG
House for Rent- Near campus 180 Eagle Point Loop. Immediate
move-in available. (662)816-1565.
TAYLOR MEADOWS 2 Bed/2 Bath
brick houses for rent on Old Taylor
Road. Available now. (662)801-8255
3 BR/ 3 Ω Bath House- $1200/
month. Vaulted ceilings, granite, patio
w/ fan, stainless steel appl. Very nice
house. Available January. Call Summit
Management. (662) 513-999
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O L E M I S S S P O RT S I N F O R M AT I O N

VOLLEYBALL SWEEPS KENTUCKY 3-0
Whitney Craven put down 12 kills to lead the
Rebel offense to a sweep as Ole Miss (10-5, 4-2
SEC) defeated Kentucky (8-8, 2-4 SEC) on Sunday by a score of 3-0 (25-22, 25-20, 25-17).
The win capped a four-game road stretch for the
Rebels with a 2-2 record as Ole Miss picked up
wins over South Carolina and Kentucky in those
four matches, but fell to a pair of top-25 teams in
No. 3 Florida and No. 23 Tennessee.
The Rebels will now return home for a fourmatch homestand starting next weekend.
Sophomore setter Amanda Philpot came up big
for the Rebel offense against the Wildcats, putting
down a season-high eight kills on 13 attacks and
hit .462 for the match.
Philpot also put up 28 assists.
Allegra Wells added eight kills of her own to
help the Rebels to the win.
“I’m very pleased with the team and the way we

responded after Friday night’s loss,” said Ole Miss
coach Joe Getzin. “We spent some time finding
ourselves and what it means to play Ole Miss volleyball. Amanda has come on strong here lately,
and the team really did a good job of handling the
ball so she could make herself a threat. It was a
real team effort and win today.”
Ole Miss snagged three quick points to open the
match before the Wildcats would answer with a
rally that evened the score and set up a back-andforth battle between the two teams.
The Rebels pulled in front again with a run that
pushed Ole Miss back in front by three before
extending the lead out to six at 22-16.
Kentucky cut the lead to two before the Rebels
claimed set point to take the opening frame 2522.
The home-standing Wildcats jumped out to a
two-point lead on the Rebels to open the second

set, but Ole Miss responded with a run to move
back in front 8-6 with a quick rally.
The Rebels held onto that lead throughout the
rest of the set, pushing out to a six point lead and
claiming the second set 25-20 heading into the
intermission.
Ole Miss jumped out to a three point lead to
start the third set and never trailed from there.
The Rebels found themselves tied three times
before using a five-point run to move out to a
14-9 lead. Ole Miss would extend its lead out to
as much as seven from there before claiming the
match with a 25-17 win in the third set.
The Rebels return to action at home next weekend when Ole Miss will host Auburn and Georgia.
The Rebels face the Tigers at 7 p.m. on Friday
and 1:30 p.m. on Sunday.
Both matches will be played at the Gillom
Sports Center.

O L E M I S S S P O RT S I N F O R M AT I O N

Soccer falls to No. 6 Florida
The Ole Miss soccer team suffered a couple of
unlucky breaks as the Rebels team fell at No. 6
Florida, 2-0, Sunday afternoon.
With the loss, Ole Miss fell to 5-7-1 on the year
(1-3 SEC) while No. 6 Florida improved to 10-1-1
overall (4-0 SEC).
In the 21st minute Florida got on the board as
Ole Miss scored an own goal.
The Gators’ Jazmyne Avant sent a cross into the
box and keeper Sarah Story was coming off her line
as an Ole Miss defender was coming across the box
but her header was off the mark and Florida went
up 1-0.
The Gators went up 2-0 in the 73rd minute at
Nicky Kit’s shot from just outside the 18 yard box
hit off a Rebel defender and was redirected into the
goal.
Florida added its third goal with 26 seconds left
in the match on a goal by McKenzie Barney.

“I am very proud of our effort. We fought hard
for 90 minutes,” coach Matt Mott said. “We had
a couple of unlucky breaks with goals. Florida is
a very, very good team and they are dangerous all
over the field. I thought we defended well and our
backline played tough.”
Ole Miss ended the game with five shots while
Florida finished the match with 18.
Story ended the game with five saves in goal.
In the 6th minute Erin Emerson won a ball in
the midfield and took on a number of Gator defenders.
Emerson had Chelsea Heimann running with her
and Emerson found Heimann through the defense
but Heimann’s near post attempt was saved.
A few possessions later, Taylor Cunningham took
a driven corner kick to the back post where Mandy
McCalla put a head on it.
McCalla’s header nearly beat Katie Fraine in goal

as Fraine drove on the ball on the goal line.
Story made a big save for the Rebels in the 50th
minute as she punched a shot from Barney over the
crossbar.
On Friday, the Rebels fell 3-0 to No. 20 South
Carolina in Columbia.
Ole Miss will host five consecutive games in
Oxford starting next weekend with a game against
Georgia Friday night at 7 p.m., followed by a game
against Tennessee on Sunday at 1 p.m. that will be
televised by CSS.
Ole Miss will team up with the Humane Society
next Sunday for a “Pet a Puppy” campaign.
The Humane Society will have puppies and
young dogs on hand at the game and are asking
fans to brings items such as puppy, dog, and cat
food along with items such as paper towels, Dawn
liquid soap, collars for puppies and toys to donate
to the Humane Society.

TONIGHT 5:30 & 10
CHANNEL 99
NEWSWATCH

MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL
PREGAME STARTS AT 5

VS.

PATRIOTS DOLPHINS
TM

ALL YOU CAN EAT BBQ
RIBS • PORK • BAKED BEANS • POTATO SALAD • ALL YOU CAN EAT $10

TM
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Turnovers key Rebels’ triumph over Kentucky

ADDISON DENT | The Daily Mississippian

Kentucky wide receiver Randall Cobb coughs up a fumble in the first half of Ole MIss’ 42-35 win over the Wildcats. The Rebels forced three turnovers on the day.

BY BENNETT HIPP
The Daily Mississippian

Coming into Saturday’s
game against Kentucky, the
Ole Miss defensive secondary had been chastised for
struggling to force turnovers,
interceptions especially.
Flash forward to after the
game, and that was no longer
an issue after the Rebels defense forced two fumbles and
recorded its first interception
of the year.
Junior college transfer
Damien Jackson, given the
start in place of the injured
Johnny Brown, wreaked
havoc all afternoon on the
Kentucky offense.
Jackson totaled nine tackles
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and a pass breakup during the
game, but his biggest play was
arguably a forced fumble on
Kentucky wide receiver Chris
Matthews.
Jackson, for one, was very
pleased with the opportunistic defense that was on
display Saturday afternoon.
“I love those turnovers,”
Jackson said.
“Honestly, the coaches
always preach turnovers. It’s
a player’s game. It was our
fault that we weren’t getting
turnovers. Now we’re getting
turnovers, and suddenly it’s
our way.
Jackson picked a perfect
time to have a breakout game,
as the Ole Miss secondary
was very thin depth-wise with

35¢

Win
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injuries to Brown, Marcus
Temple, Charles Sawyer and
Brishen Matthews.
Ole Miss defensive coordinator Tyrone Nix was pleased
with his young defense.

long as we can continue to
improve, we will win ballgames.”
Ole Miss got its second
forced fumble of the day from
linebacker D.T. Shackelford,
who has emerged as an emotional leader for the Rebels
after the loss of defensive end
Kentrell Lockett.
I love those turnovers. Honestly,
Like others, he was glad to
the coaches always preach turnsee
the defense finally step up
overs. It’s a player’s game. It was
and
make some big plays.
our fault that we weren’t getting
“It
was huge,” Shackelford,
turnovers. Now we’re getting turnsaid.
overs, and suddenly it’s our way.
“That’s been one of the
things
about our defense here
Damien Jackson ,
lately;
we
haven’t been getting
Ole Miss safety
enough turnovers. Today we
get three and you see what
“We have guys who haven’t
the outcome was.”
been playing much who have
Ole Miss also got their first
to step up and learn fast. You
interception of the season
can’t coach experience, but
from sensational freshman dewe’ll keep putting our best 11 fensive back Charles Sawyer,
who are available out there
who looks to finally be comand see what happens,” Nix
ing into his own on the field.
said.
“It was an opportunity for
“Our defense is not per(Sawyer) to make a play, and
fect yet, by any means, but I
he’s starting to look a lot like
can see improvement and as
the guy we expected him to

“

be like,” Nix said.
“He had an outstanding
spring but he was a little disappointing at the start of fall
camp. He’s getting better.
The biggest benefit of the
three turnovers forced by the
defense was the fact that Ole
Miss capitalized on all three,
scoring touchdowns right
after each one.
This fact did not go unnoticed by head coach Houston
Nutt.
“We’ve been talking so hard
on our end to take care of the
ball, and then to get turnovers,” Nutt said.
“When you get turnovers
and capitalize on them, you
win the game. Three turnovers, 21 points, that won the
game today,”
Ole Miss heads into a bye
week needing to get healthy
on defense before Alabama
in two weeks, but the Rebels
can feel a little better about
a defense that is becoming
more and more disruptive as
the season goes on.

VICTORY,
please drink responsibly

continued from page 1

Happy Hour 3-7 p.m. Monday - Friday
2 for 1 Domestics & Wells

once again put together a solid performance as he ran for 108 yards on
23 carries. Last week, it was Bolden
who carried the Rebels to victory
over Fresno State when he ran for a
career-high 228 yards.
Wide receiver Melvin Harris led
the Rebels with 46 yards receiving
on the day and quarterback Jeremi-

ah Masoli was efficient, throwing
for three touchdowns, completing
9-of-17 passes for 90 yards without
an interception.
Nutt said this weekend’s byeweek couldn’t have come at a better
time.
The team will try to get some of
their injured players healthy and be-

gin preparation for their next opponent: defending national champion
and No. 1 ranked Alabama.
“Our confidence, it’s high right
now,” Rebel linebacker D.T. Shackelford said. “Giving up 35 points
today, I know that’s a lot, but when
you’re able to get a win in this conference it’s big; it’s huge.”

